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Wednesday Evening, October 12 
7:00-9:00 p  Working Group to draft a CSU English Council Mission Statement:  

Tara Lockhart (San Francisco) 
 
Inquiry Mission Group – “We are the future of English Council” 
In an effort to be proactive, inquiry-driven, and nurturing of ourselves and 
our work, this group seeks to articulate the mission of English Studies, 
including what we do, why it’s valuable, and how it is hopeful for the 
future:  for ourselves, our colleagues, our students, our communities, and 
beyond. 
 
Working Statement: 
Our work is to read and write the word and the world, deeply and 
critically, with creativity, imagination, joy, and humanity.  We strive to 
interpret all of the texts around us, to understand and build (co-construct) 
how our worlds are mediated through language, and to use language and 
texts to create new possibilities for action, understanding, and being in the 
world.  
 
We work alongside students to make things—through language. We 
partner with students to do things—with language. And together we 
analyze, interpret, and create language to engage in this meaningful 
praxis. 
 
Also see the following link for the statement: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p5GK_h25V4omwf44JK1flK-
aLHtSMa5USnihVKS02UQ/edit?usp=sharing  
 

 

Thursday Morning, October 13 
8:15-9:00 Registration ($60): Margaret Rustick (East Bay)  

Continental Breakfast  
 

9:00-9:20 Announcements— Kathryn Rummell (SLO) 
Kathryn had no announcements. 

 

9:30-10:45 Plenary 1: Digital Humanities (DH) 
Organizer: Sugie Goen-Salter (San Francisco) 

Presenters: Bill Christmas (San Francisco) 
Larry Hanley (San Francisco) 
Adam Hammond (San Diego) 

 
Pedagogical context for DH: Using new media platforms and 
collaborative projects to engage students in learning.  
 
Bill Christmas decided to try to build a digital platform that would allow 
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students to do an ongoing project through a number of classes.  His 
students in each of his 18th-century lit classes add to a literature anthology 
that continues from one semester to another. It involves “detective work,” 
textual editing, and textual annotations and requires three stages: (1) find 
and transcribe a poem; (2) annotate the poem; and (3) do proofing, 
editing, and “tagging.” 
 
Larry Hanley advocated for COOL 4 ED (CA open online library for 
education).  What we are really doing is inviting students, as novice 
learners, to watch us as we create knowledge.  His focus is on annotating 
texts.  Annotation helps students see that meaning is the product of words. 
Students must make three annotations per poem—either verbal or visual. 
It opens the idea of reading as connecting—connecting to other people 
and connecting to contexts.  The annotations create a reader’s guide to the 
poem. 
 
Adam Hammond claimed that teaching students how to code helps them 
engage with digital culture.  He teaches English majors coding and 
programming through Twine in an Intro to DH class.  Twine is a web-
based platform for making interactive fiction (i.e., choose your own 
adventure).  Students can make Twine games in their web browsers, 
which they then revise and edit with HTML and CSS. 
 

10:45-11:00 Break  
11:00-12:15 Breakouts: 

 
Digital Humanities Panel Follow-up: Bill Christmas (SFSU) 

The entire breakout focused on Twine.  The participants discussed 
whether or not this would change the face of teaching English.   
 

Mission Statement Follow-up: Tara Lockhart (San Francisco) 
Tara presented the Mission Statement from the night before to the 
breakout group. 
 

Department Chairs Breakout: Sugie Goen-Salter (San Francisco) 
In attendance: Fullerton, SLO, DH, San Jose, Bakersfield, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, Sacramento, Humboldt, Pomona, San Francisco, 
Channel Islands 
 
The Department Chairs discussed the following topics: 

•! Work Load (3 or 4 course loads) 
•! Assigned Time 
•! Pathways to Full-Time for Lecturers 
•! Fluctuation in Enrollments  
•! Graduation Initiative 

 
Graduate Coordinators Breakout: Bob Carlisle (Bakersfield) 

The attendees all represented campuses transitioning from quarter to 
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semester.  Much of the time they discussed problems with the transition.  
Eileen Barrett, East Bay, and Bob Carlisle, Bakersfield, also discussed the 
possibility of having an MA in English online that would be jointly 
offered by their two campuses.  Bob Carlisle also explained that he is in 
the process of creating an online teaching program in English for middle 
school teachers.  Finally, they considered the decline in graduate 
enrollments at all CSUs. 
 

 
12:15-1:45        Lunch  
Thursday Afternoon 
1:45-3:00 Plenary 2: Revising the English Major 

Organizer: Margaret Rustick (East Bay) 
Presenters: Eileen Barrett (East Bay) 

Mary Ann Creadon (Humboldt) 
Chad Luck (San Bernadino) 

 
Eileen Barrett explained that East Bay revised their entire major as they 
started to move to semesters. They received generous assigned time to re- 
think the English curriculum, with emphasis on how their program learn- 
ing outcomes connect to the institutional learning outcomes. The result 
was many long, painful conversations, but they have now moved on. 
 
Mary Ann Creadon revisited EO 1071, item 3.2 (from 2012), in reference 
to the English major: "To ensure valid reporting to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, using the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
system, an option, concentration, or special emphasis must constitute less 
than one half of the units required in the major program."  
 
Members are concerned about the way this will affect their curriculum 
because it suggests that all emphases (or tracks or concentrations) must 
share at least 50% of the same classes. Mary Ann was investigating this 
for the statewide Senate and therefore solicited input from members.  
 
We might have to revise our majors simply to align with the Executive 
Order.  Mary Ann submitted a revision proposal based on job 
possibilities.  The question is the following: Do we want to shift the 
structure and vision of the major toward applied studies.  She also 
proposed that we look at combinations within our majors: creative and 
critical writing; composition, literature, and linguistics. 
 
Chad Luck said that San Bernardino spent the last three years doing the 
preliminary work to revise their major and move from quarter to semester.  
First, they worked intensely on a new mission statement for two years.  
Second, they revised the learning objectives with a focus on what their 
various courses have in common and how their goals overlap. They are 
now considering whether or not they want a significant revision of the 
English major. 
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3:00-3:15 Break  

 
3:15-4:30 Breakouts: 

 
English Education Breakout: Mary Warner (San Jose) 

In attendance: Mary Warner, coordinator, SJSU; Linda Greenberg, Los 
Angeles; Nikola Hobbel, Humboldt; April Brannon, Fullerton; David 
Toise, Sacramento; Alison Baker, Pomona; Sunny Ayun, San Bernardino; 
Mary Adler, Channel Islands. 
 
Mary Warner clarified that per an email from Erin Sullivan, Consultant 
for the CTC, there are grants for developing credentials; however, they are 
for developing an integrated credential and are not applicable to English, 
but only to Sped, STEM, and Bilingual.  See the following link for more 
information:  www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/program-standards.html. 
  
The California Budget Act of 2016 provided funds for three grant 
opportunities and directed the Commission to administer them. Among 
them is a grant for public or private postsecondary institutions that want to 
develop preparation programs that integrate subject matter and pedagogy 
to allow a student to earn a baccalaureate degree and a preliminary 
multiple or single-subject credential or an education specialist credential 
within four years. The Commission released the RFP for this grant 
opportunity on September 8. RFP proposals are due to the Commission on 
October 28 by 5:00 p.m. You can read more of this and the other two 
grant opportunities on the following website: http://www.ctc.ca.gov/. 
 
They discussed who was interested in replacing Mary Warner as English 
Education Coordinator for English Council.  The group produced a list of 
responsibilities for the position, and after a lengthy discussion of this 
position and its duties, Kathleen Keirn (Long Beach) will be the new 
coordinator for English Council until January 2019.  
 
Mary Warner shared additional information from Erin Sullivan, 
Consultant at the CTC: “The governor did recently sign two pieces of 
legislation related to Theatre and Dance: SB 916 and AB 2862.  The 
former adds theatre and dance to the list of authorized subjects for which 
the Commission can issue single subject credentials. The latter requires 
the State Board of Education (SBE) to adopt revisions to the visual and 
performing arts content standards. Once the SBE adopts revised content 
standards, the Commission will be able to begin the work of creating 
subject matter program standards for these two new subjects. Currently 
the teaching of dance is authorized by individuals who hold Single 
Subject credentials in PE and the teaching of theatre is authorized by 
individuals who hold Single Subject credentials in English. It is important 
to remember that individuals who currently hold either an English or a PE 
credential will not lose the authorization to teach theatre or dance. I have 
linked the two bills below.” 
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SB 916: 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=20152
0160SB916&search_keywords=theatre%23%23%23dance 
AB 2862: 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=20152
0160AB2862&search_keywords=theater%23%23%23dance 
 
They discussed these issues and other changes in teacher education, such 
as increased clinical/student teaching hours.  
 
Revising the Major Panel Follow-up: Mary Ann Creadon (Humboldt) 
This conversation considered whether or not revising the major as the 
panel discussed will make all degrees less marketable because of the loss 
of specialization and the increase in standardization.  Mary Ann said it’s 
likely most difficult for those who’ve just gone through the Q2S 
conversion. 
 

Composition Coordinators Breakout: Brenda Helmbrecht (SLO) 
Sean Stratton from ECCTYC, editor of Inside English, brought copies of 
the journal for us and explained that the organization is now part of 
NCTE.  He invited submissions from CSU faculty and graduate students 
to the journal. 
 
The Composition group discussed the many variations of Early Start 
English (ESE) and the relationship of ESE to Directed Self Placement 
(DSP). The coordinators agreed that collecting data on successes and 
failures of ESE would be an excellent idea.  In fact, they talked about 
using a shared assessment protocol so that all campuses look at the same 
features of Early Start. 
 
The group also discussed EO 1100, which is the requirement to use grades 
for A to C- and NC for D+ and below for the Golden Four.  For this 
movement, we need to keep track of how students, writing programs, and 
time to degree will be affected.  
 
Most campuses currently have stretch programs, which promoted a lively 
discussion about program logistics.  One important exchange was how 
campuses handle students who fail the first course in the series. 
 
In addition, the Writing Program Coordinators discussed workload issues 
for their lecturers.  These are proving to be problematic in schools 
transitioning from quarter to semester. 
 
Finally, several campuses claimed they are experimenting with 
Supplemental Instruction (SI).  Most also said they no longer have 
remediation per se, except for the benefit of conversations with the 
Chancellor’s Office.  
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5:00-6:15 Soiree  Suite of 
President  

   
Friday Morning, October 14 
Reports and Business Meeting                                                    
7:45-8:45 
 
8:45-9:45 
 
 
9:45-10:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:15-10:30 
 
10:30-11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
11:00-11:45 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 

Continental Breakfast 
 
General Reports: Special Topics and Breakout Sessions 
[See notes above] 
 
ECCTYC Report 
Perri Gallagher (ECCTYC President) reported that TYCA Pacific Coast is 
changing their emphasis and rebranding their organization.  They are also 
hoping to expand their liaisons with the UC, the CSU, and the Academic 
Senates. In ECCTYC meetings, they are discussing issues related to 
revising the English major.  Their publication, Inside English, will be 
online soon. They are also facing issues like acceleration, student equity, 
student success, dual enrollment, and the like. They have a new 
partnership grant with the CSUs: their basic skills grant—the idea is that 
they want to work together to provide basic skills instruction to CSU 
students.  Jody Millward (Santa Barbara) discussed some of the changes 
the CCs are facing: lost classes (losing stand-alone reading courses 
because they’ll be integrated with writing), reading faculty teaching 
composition, etc.  A change in GPA expectations will affect student 
experiences as well.  They are trying to call for a better tracking system 
for their transfer students.  The CO seems to suggest that equity equals 
access alone, but faculty are concerned that they don’t know whether or 
not their students succeed.  They would like to track CC students far into 
the CSU. Jody said the CCs have a lot of equity money on their campuses 
because of Brown, and she hopes they can use that to do this kind of 
study.  A brief conversation about ERWC ensued.  Jody said there is also 
talk about a placement piece on mindset: a “grit test.” 
 
Break 
 
Resolutions and Directives: Vice President 
The group discussed the English Council Mission Statement, crafted by a 
group chaired by Tara Lockhart. In general, everyone liked it. Four people 
will continue to polish the statement, and Tara will send out a revision to 
the list within a month.  
 
Business Meeting 
Margaret presented the budget. A few campuses haven’t yet paid dues, 
but we are in better shape than we have been for a while. She would like 
to get to a $5000 reserve when we might consider going back to two 
meetings a year.  
 
Adjournment 
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Executive Committee Luncheon   
!

Take Note: No Spring Meeting in 2017 
Next Meeting: Fall 2017, Hilton Arden West Sacramento 

(date to be determined) 


